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Global Poverty Beyond
the Official Line

A Bounded Estimate of Material Insufficiency

The most cited figure counts 847 million people in poverty. Measured against
the standards of their own societies, the number is several times larger.
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How many people are poor? It depends on the line we draw.
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The count is standard-dependent

Poverty is not one number. The same data yield very different counts depending
on the line drawn — which is why 'how many are poor?' has no single honest answer.
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Sources: World Bank PIP (2026); UNDP/OPHI (2024). Full detail in the report, Section 13.

What the data show

Measured worst where it matters most. Fewer than half of countries
have post-2020 survey data, and the poorest regions least of all — so figures undercount.

Concentrated by region and age. Sub-Saharan Africa holds 71% of the
extreme poor with 18% of the world's people; children are just under half.

Invisible in rich countries. Food-insecure children and working parents
below national poverty lines are real and measurable, yet counted by no global line.

The safety net thins with income. Coverage falls from 85.9% in
high-income countries to 9.7% in low-income ones.
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Concentrated by region and age

B share of the extreme poor % share of world population

Sub-Saharan Africa
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Source: World Bank Fall 2025 Poverty and Inequality Update; UN SDG Report (2025).

What should change

1 Close the survey gap where poverty is worst.

2 State the poverty line and PPP base on every figure; flag threshold changes.
3 Report a range with graded certainty — not a single headline number.

4 Disaggregate by age, gender, and within households.

5 Publish a defined near-poverty (“vulnerable”) band beyond the poverty line.

Read the full report — free at www.idml.com

The honest answer is a range — from just over a billion to around five.
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